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Help The Times-Dispatch Swat the F ly

LRE CASE of FMTIANITY  vs. the

This Summer’s Battle
With the Pest to Be the
Fiercest Ever Fought.

If, throughout long years, thers had lived (n your
n famiiy of sarvanis that bred under youp

rand fed upon your food, and If you, after Your
paranis and Your parenis’ parents had taugh

u that
thots Scrvants protectied you and yours from Becret,
invisible foes, had dlscovered that tha whals tribe of
them wera In reality the ullles of your enamies and
Hyed by constantly polsoning you snd thoss you hoid
best and dearest, what would you do?

That Is precisely the casge of vou and Yours egalnst
Musca domestica, the common house flv,

All over thy 'nited Stntes te-day, at the hezinning
of thls summer. thers are

thousands: of men and

women who, having stuidied the over

heiming ¢videnca
against the insect traitora, have taken up the w:apons
&mply provided Ly human sclence and knowledge to

v But all
millions who must
. at thilg hour, whither they ars to enliat

engage the
over tha U

encounter,

deslda nno

or sit, luxurlously idie, looking on from

whila barbarian

a1d 'ty gladlators, with net and

deadiy trident, sought to slay each other in tha bloady
ugh-

arena, and the time came when the barbariana s}

tered the olegnnt and refined Romans.
In the war thnt hogins In earnesy now avery human

belng who !5 not tha mortal and |

iplacahle enomy of

the common honsa

and esnergetic

ally, and s4 the mortala tmiplneabie fos of

iy, In thls new war, wlth 50 many tUndsands 2 ady

enlisted for tha fray, the question s, for the milljons

still an
manity's foss—whl

Ide of tha arena, humanlity's friends or hu-

Oh, this {s the
with all Its Teverish

mnst

traltors,

it is funny.

cret Ines, bloody
hyperholle that
In f1?

Then, for the =ake of 1

humanity

which has

alrendy been too long suffering in the matiar of hyper-

hola and the siffron hie of lts Hlardtire, lot s mpeet
on the chlll p
That any proposition w

of logle and agree:

i ois literaliy tris can bo

neither hyporbole, exazzeration,

Sensallon:

1 TN
fupny: and aiso,

Whan ths
the saale of massacres
and third,

Tha burden of proof lies upon the propapante.

proposition Involves ian deaths |

it 15 not.only griny but (ragic:

Thosa proponents, wi

happen to be tis natlsnnl

nothe boards of health and

Egovernment at Washinmt

such ad-

leading sanitarlang of the Unlted Brates i

vanced members of “the Jaits ithe 10 Mear
chants' Aspopoiation of New Yo City, have gopes all
throtigh the mass of evidence against the common
houza My,

They hava
man thonsands. from the titne tha M

Afudged him gullty of the d
1y Mee
have

ves 1o a hand-to-hand stroggle that

landed an the cont

went, And now o
thrmae

#hall not

cense untll the houss N1y iz extermingtend
There n nng one among thosa active
S i ]

to htimor as

champlong of

the cn

nanity agalnst tha My who b5 ro drend
1o il ta mee the comie slde of blg words

an applisd teon campalzn agzalnst so Insignl

ane anrd
Vi had
fronrer meterinl for sntire when he cast away Gulliver

gpparently ga helplass au inseel. Dieup

among tho Ldtliputinns
But mere numbers #ufltes to make a radlcal change
in any odids of confilel; the scile can at last bacome ao
vast that oniy huge phrases can be proportionate.
The human family in the Unlted Etates breeds from

2O T -,/;//,77.

/‘7yd’::r

R

tva te four of It

its Kind par palt
the menerations

urse of a lfe-

time, an require t™Wanty yYeara Lo

cohisve a miaturity practicalls produciive.

It has taken more than 200 vears for the race here,
alded’ hy constang ac

slong from the

000,

rest of the

world, to attain to 90,0
Any one of those 00000000 eap

Le can eatel him, as readily as John L

him

The anniillating proce-s would he slmple If Mus

dnomestica wera na moras caprodiciive than humanity
imanity had nothing slse te do than slay Muscaa
csticas. But the spertacls of

vhasing flies would he anly A degres ninre =rot IEG e

LT T T pennla

 was that
Mitohell,

with thesa tWo altarnatives limineted, the probirm

famonus spéctacle of St van chasing

oL the heure Ay, once its parniclous activities

Ademonstrated, bafame one as grent as that of tie yels

Wers

Inw fever mozquite of Cubs and Panama. Faree, In

tha: first ray of

Intelligent Investigation, glimpsed
whaluzala iregedv, as Iragedy had already heen
sHimpssd in the petiucid ponls of wavsids branksa

Which a4 whels countryveide polsona with yphoid,

only ane nof

whoza Bpecles, by a

» fatal footprint, ean kil a man, lays 120 epzs,

Witkch hateh within eight hourz. The larva perlod

Insts five days, and the: pupa parind five davs—Iin all,
ten days for the new generatlidn to
life,

Males and females are about evenly divided,

leap into full,

active

In a

single summer. In tha latitudas of Riehmond—nnt a had

average for the country at iarge—ona
will produco twelve generations.

The total number of their

palr of fllea

then

descendants |s

e

’

e o

files

Addmit 000,400 of us dovota the

wihiol ng of the whola famiy ot
woman and Iid
15t K 175,547,400 of the posts

fTamily.

I every mar

In the United &
to wipe out

Now

that ong
¥ cendnnls n‘ that ane palr of

files by famllies of the summer, in

numbar

notund

hovde, as merely LONGU0O0—whieh doss n exent

tha firat fiy famillas of o Eingle second-of y—and
wWea liavia n totall of 14,08 BDAG0 600, fites
that we are calied on Lo exterminate, or 175.817,-

ANBARBAG0 1o ba slnin within thiss menthe by overy

Impossible flx-

g us, Including the new-horn

hahes

Divided up, it means that the hand that smliss the

fiy monld have to ve at tha rate of °

14,120 times

Ver second and ney

FEemembering alw €ven allowing for tha
dastruectlon in thelr ranks wrought by natural causes
—=bird, rentile pnd insect fﬂ‘?‘_n and thelr nwn short
span af lifa—the caleulation Is st limited not by the
figures asdduesd, but by the amount of food oan which
the tlies can batten, and It ta pertinsnt to abserve that
every [y possesses 12,080 foot halrs.
Infinlty Avwen Imagination,
hege helrs sxude n Ellmy flutd peculiarly adapted
tn the sceumulation of hacter)s, 'pon those fuot
hinlra dwalling houga Nies have hean found Lt avers
hge B50.000 poltonous gemi per Insect, or, to hae mildly
preciza atout It 12,879,666,8660,000,000,000,000,000,000
Eerms are carrled to menaca the natlon within the
few summer months. ; J
Agaln we confront absurdity, but of a very Aifferent

kind, for [t i the absurdity oL Infinlty, befora which

the Imagination shrinks in awe, and tha smila, svhen-
ever we can muster it, 1s decldedly sickly in its accom-
nraniment of t.hq queation:

“It's funny they don't kill us*
“THEY DO

Thus far, and necessarlly for ths saks of the maln
figures roquled to bludgeon a derislon born of the

18 when we belleved tha Iy was a germ destroyer,
the many and Hluminating sidelights upon his Borgla
ciarear hnve been shut off, last they confuse tha main,
important fact that, by dint of sheer numbars, the
Hut

The answe I|s:

linusa fiv, unchecked, can overwhelm humanity.
now those athepr facts becoma of leading value,

That old, simple, ehlldliks faith in the perfact bal-
ance of nature, as it applled to flies, was to tha sffedt
that, whenaver thera Were disenss germs prevalent In
unusual numbers, filea appeared In a eorresponding
meastre, collected the germs on their bodles as they
flaw through the alr, nte and destroyed them.
a popular sclence of ths brand that falls (n certain
vital partieulars,

It was

True, files do collect bacterla, although not quite
in the eapacity of aerlal pracipltants—rather, far
rather, as terrasirlal seavengers, atabla fley carrying
420,000 germa each and swlll barrel flies an AVernge
of 6,600,000 garms,

Trua also |‘r|nlf. flics do eay the deadilest of garma,
Tests mada agaln and again from New York to Chi-
rago h_n/\-z- shown that houss flles eat tha sputum of
cansumplives as  readily ns. they do the wasta of
typhoid patlents, andl the same tests havae 'shnw.u
quits as conclusively the manner In which the tubarcla
bacllll” and the germs of typhold fevar pass gally
thragh the Intestinal iract of the fies and ars depoa-
ited, exorsted waste, as much nllva and kieking as
they were when thsy emerged Irorr! the consumptive

>
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end the typheld patient.

All Washington, liks the water front and other dla<
tricts of New York, has been mapped and measurad
for its annually recurring plagus of flles, svhils prac+
tically every bactelologlsy of the Unlted States and
ell boards of health In tha larger centrca of popula+
tlon have co-opernted In these ricent exhaustiva stude=
Isa of the 1lfa and hablts of the house fly,

The facts recorded aro not a matter of 1solated expor+
iment or of a slngle senson's observation. They havae
baen universally and repeatedly demonstrated, and
they Include these now Indisputable facts:

The houss fly breeds, in 95 per cent. of {ts numhbers,
in foul stable manus; tha 2 per cent. remaining (=
bred in other and as bad places and in'varlous wastes
and materials the temperatura of which Tises as they
rot. The polsonous baoteria !nfecting tho places of
Its birth live, when borne on lts body, for a puriod of
at least two wecks, and can contaminate any milky,
frult, meat or other food on which tha molst, sticky,
tracks of thelr earrier may daposit them,

Ho far from belng the friend, servant and protectos
of humanily, the house Ay ns a scavenger lz the Tros
dan horae bringing the Greek gifts of humanity's deads,
llaat foes.

The famous Dr. Leldy, aftor the Civil War, first
pointed the finger of suspicion at the Ny as the camp

follower responsible for the fatal hospltal Eangren:sa
that slew tha soldlery by the tens of thousands,

After long years the regular army learned o heed
the lesson; millitla and volunteers, at the time of the
Spanish War, had not come to comprehend It ut all,
Bo 454 men died of honorabie wounds from battle and
6,277 died of typhold, which subsequent Investigation
showed to have been directly due to the conlamina=
tion of tha food supplies by flles,

Peacs hins 1ta victims no lesg than war. The 7,000
ch'ldren of New York who annually perish of intess
tinal disorders ars chiefly the Ny's victims; a marks
edly high percentage of all typheld cases are due tg
tha 1y,

Asiptie choleta, so fearful In lts ravages, is Among
the fly'a specialtles; tubeculosls is another; every dis«
eass Whioch beging or ends ¢r endurea in fllth s hig
ally, and it hes even bean demonstrated that the iy
carries and deposits, In active and virulent condltiong
the baclilus of tha scourge befors which the white
man qualls In slck and terrified loathing—leproay.

Swlftly and very potently, tha fortes of humean!ty
have been assembling for this year's relentless cams«
palgn.

The

Rireau of Fntomology, the Department of

Agriculturs nt Washington, with tha Marine Hoapital -

Sarvica co-operating, has dona much vo safeguard the
oapd

al end has done as much more in Stimulat'ng
the netivity of Loards of health throughout the coun=
try.

The Times-Dispatch campalgn agatnst the fly begins
ta-morrow moining, when the fly swatters and bags
will bp dellvered to the children of Ri:‘hmnnd from
the business office of The Times-Dispateh.
trst eloses on June 17 at 5§ o'clock

The con=«
*When the names
of thoso who have wen prizes for Killing fles will be
ennaunced. Tha contest, which 18 for both white and
colored childran, 18 malnly for the purposs of calling
tha attention of the peapls of this section to the greay
Aanger which exists In the fearful prevalence of tha
fiy. It ia not thought, of course, that tha kllli::g‘ot
A few million Mes will In any great degzres wipe out
the pest, but tha campalgn will be an Incentive for
all the peopla all the time, not only to protect tham-
galves hut to wage nn unceasing warfare agalnst tha
fiy through cleaniiness fn the homes. If th: fight ia
carrled on ag It #hould be, and If the pepola of this
saction awaka to the Importanca of dastroying thesa
Innocent-appearing murdersrs, hundreds of 1ives of

Richmond peopla will ha saved yearly, and this clty
will takep lnce in the very front rank of health coma|
tres. Every parent in Richmond should encourags
tha children to engage 'n Tha Times-Dispateh con-
tast, {n order to instlll Into each child’s mipd the
knowledge that the fiy {8 n deadly enemy to the hua
man race and should ha exterminated. 1e you will hﬂﬂ
The Times-Dispatch “swat tha fiy" you will be renders
Ing the people of thia section a grest and lasting s
vice,

.




